
Vocabulary from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer Chapter 2 
ambuscade—a trap; a surprise attack 

beguiled—deceived; deluded; tricked 

reluctance—unwillingness 

alacrity—cheerfulness; willingness; eager 
delectable—greatly pleasing; delightful; enjoyable 

reposeful—calm; peaceful 
melancholy—sadness; depression; gloominess 

mulatto—persons of mixed parentage 

taw—a large fancy marble for shooting; the line from which a player shoots in marbles 

inspiration—a sudden bright idea or thought 
tranquility—peacefulness 

ridicule—to make fun of something or someone 

anticipation—eagerly awaiting an event or occasion 

melodious—nice and pleasant to hear 
starboard—the right hand side of a ship as one faces forward 

ponderously—ungracefully; laboriously 

jeer—mock; taunt; abuse openly 

dilapidated—fallen into a state of disrepair; broken-down; in need of repair 
obliged—obligated; indebted to; mandatory 

wended—proceeded; went along; traveled 
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