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	The Memoir: Rubric


	Description & Detail: 
The memoir is packed full of details that allow readers to accurately and vividly visualize the scene. These details are all embedded effectively into the memoir: 

· Character, setting, dialogue, thoughts/reflection, and action/plot/conflict/suspense 
· Sensory details
· Figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, etc.) 
· Active, vibrant verbs (including voice verbs)
· Specific nouns
***These details all work together to show (not tell!)
deep, complex, and appropriate moods, emotions, personalities, and relationships. ***
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	Significance & Theme: 

The memoir relates a significant and interesting story. It is centered on one or more general themes, and has a specific theme. The importance of this event in your life and how it affected you is obvious. It shows (implicitly OR explicitly) what the author learned and how they changed.  The memoir leaves readers thinking and emotionally moved.  
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	Organization & Use of Time:
The memoir: 

· focuses on one specific moment (or a few very specific moments)
· has a lead that hooks readers
· ends with a “punch” that leaves readers thinking and emotionally moved
· keeps readers engaged and focused by playing with time (e.g. explode, shrink, or skip time, or use a flashback)
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	Voice & Believability:
The memoir is narrated in the first person. The word choice, sensory details, honesty, internal thoughts, and reflection make your voice authentic and recognizable. The memoir is believable from top to bottom – it is never overly dramatic and never feels forced. Readers connect with it – and with you, the author – easily and deeply.  
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	Balance of Internal & External Details:
The memoir balances internal details (inner thoughts & reflection) with external details (action, dialogue, description, etc.) in order to show the whole story. 
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	Overall Impression:
Overall, the memoir is a piece of art that impacts readers powerfully. All its parts and details “stick” together, making the story feel complete and meaningful. 
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	Use of a Writer’s Process:
The author brought the memoir to perfection by working through multiple drafts, making thoughtful changes to content, style, and organization, and editing and proofreading carefully. He/she was willing to make significant, “big” changes, and took risks to improve his/her writing as much as possible. The author tried lots of different options to create a powerful, effective memoir.  
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	Sentence Variety:
The author uses different sentence structures to add variety, description, action, and emphasis to the memoir. The memoir should include AOOOs (Adjectives Out Of Order) and Participial Phrases. 
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	Grammar & Editing:
The memoir has been edited closely and repeatedly. It contains no errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, “typos,” etc.  It flows smoothly and is crystal clear. 
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	Formatting & Length:
The memoir meets the following criteria: 

· 2-4 pages long, 1.5-spaced, Times new Roman 12-point font
· Creative, appropriate title
· Proper heading (see example at right)
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0


