 Dialectical Journal 
A dialectical journal is another name for a double-entry journal or a reader-response journal. A dialectical journal is a journal that records a dialogue, or conversation, between the ideas in the text (the words that you are reading) and the ideas of the reader (the person who is doing the reading). This is what you must do in your journal—keep a dialogue with yourself. In your journal, have a conversation with the text and with yourself. Write down your thoughts, questions, insights, and ideas while you read. 
Your journal will use a two-entry form: 
· Divide the page in two. 

· In the LEFT COLUMN, write down parts of the book that you think are interesting or important. Label this column “Text”. 

·  In the RIGHT COLUMN, write down YOUR OWN thoughts, commentary, and questions about the stuff in the LEFT COLUMN. Label this column “Response”. 

· You must have a minimum of three entries for each chapter. 

The following is an example of a dialectical journal for the short story, “The Treasure of Lemon Brown” by Walter Dean Myers. 
	Text
	Response

	“Gusts of wind made bits of paper dance between the parked cars”(1).


	The author’s use of personification helped to create a better image in my mind. 


	“A car passed, its tires hissing over the wet street and its red taillights glowing in the darkness”(3). 

	This reminds me of times when I have been outside in the winter at night and how lonely and deserted it felt. How I longed for warm shelter, even the warmth of a running car. It makes me feel bad for the main character in this story who is exposed to the elements all year long.



	“A rush of warm air came in as the downstairs door opened; then there was only an ominous silence”(7). 
	The word “ominous” makes me realize what a threatening situation it is. It makes me think that something bad might happen. 


