Honors English 8 5/6/2014
The Adventures of Tom 5 awyer
Cartoon Assignment

Directions: Create a cartoon using a picture of a character from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and
thought bubbles (see sample of George Washington). You don’t have to be funny to do this, because as
the attached packet explains, placing serious thoughts beside something goofy does the trick. For
example, picture a guy in a tuxedo falling in a mud puddle. It’s not really that funny, but the reason we
laugh is beqause something serious is paired with something goofy. When your cartoons are complete,
the reader should learn important information about the character in the passage and be entertained by
your cleverness. Please read the rubric carefully. I've attached some pictures of clip art from the story,
but you can earn extra cradit if you draw your own character. '

You will be given some class time to work on this project and then you are on your own. Counts in
Jupiter as a quiz grade. This is a chance to be creative. Look at the attached rubric to be sure you are
meeting the expectations of the assignment.

Comedic Strategy

)

Setup and Punch

. A joke is composed of two basic parts, the setup or serious or straight line and
the punch line or wacky part. Think of a man walking down the street in a tuxe-
do. He is a walking a straight line until another man approaches and throws a pie
in his face. We laugh because the man was dressed up all fancy. It would not be
as funny if he were in ragged clothes. It is the straight lines that make the funny

lines funnier.

When you do your we-search reports mix seri-
ous lines with funny lines, and you will find the
humor gets stronger. For example, if I were writing
a poem about the top ten reasons why I wouldn't
want to be an ant, I might follow a real straight
line like such as “I don’t like working in groups,”

“with a funnier line such as “I don't want to carry a
- Ford Escort on my shoulder” (since ants can carry
. up to twenty times their body weight). The more
serious line makes the funny fact funnier.

Thinking of it another way, jokes, like paint-
ings, stand out best on blank or neutral walls. A
white wall may be boring on its own, but it shows ‘
off to good effect anything that gets hung on it. The same is true of a good
straight line. It gives light and space for the funny line to grow. Comedian

Woody Allen said that the straight line was the most important part of any joke
because it creates the laugh. Inexperienced comedians rush to the punch line. Old
pros aren’t afraid to take their time with the setup, the foundation upon which
the joke is built. '
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T- Chart to Plan
Your Cartoon

Private Thoughts of Character ‘ Public Thoughts of Character













Cartoon Rubric

Name Date Grade
CATEGORY Excellent Good - Satisfactory Needs
- Improvement
Required The cartoon All required All but 1 of the | Several required
‘| Elements includes ali elements are | required elements are
reguired included on | elements is missing.
elements: A the cartoon. | included on the
mixture of 6-8 cartoon.
well- chosen
private and
public thoughts
to create a
humorous
effect.
Commitment | Used class time | Productive in | Frequently off- | Wasting class
To Project Productively, class, but task. Showing time. No follow-
Remained on sometimes little care in through at home.
Task, off task. selection of
Thoughtful Convenience -| details.
Approach to of details
Selecting more the
Details. concern than
the actual
appropriaten
ess of them.

Attractiveness

The cartoon is
exceptionally
attractive in
design, layout,
and neatness.

The cartoon is
attractive in
terms of
design, layout
and neatness.

The cartoon is
acceptably
attractive
though it may
be a bit messy.

The cartoon is
distractingly
messy or very
poorly designed.
It is not
attractive.

Extra Credit for finding/drawing own character: +5 {No stick figures—credit
won’t be assigned here unless the drawing shows care)




